Liver diseases unique to pregnancy.
Liver injury and dysfunction in a pregnant woman may be caused by intrinsic features of the pregnancy itself, disorders that are coincidental with pregnancy or pre-existing liver disease that is exacerbated by pregnancy. The clinical setting, gestational age and standard liver biochemistry testing are useful tools in helping to establish a diagnosis. Prompt recognition of the signs of liver disease in pregnant patients leads to timely management and may save the life of both mother and baby. This review summarises the incidence, risk factors, pathogenesis, clinical presentation, diagnosis, treatment and outcome of those liver diseases unique to pregnancy.